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Exhibit 1.2: Multiple Comparisons of Average Reading Achievement
Because there often were relatively small differences in achievement between countries, Exhibit
1.2 shows whether the differences in average achievement among the countries are statistically
significant.

The Russian Federation and Singapore were the top-performing countries, with similar
achievement. Fourth grade students in the Russian Federation had higher achievement than students
in all of the other countries except Singapore. In turn, Singaporean students had higher achievement
than those in all of the other countries except the Russian Federation and Hong Kong SAR. Hong
Kong SAR was another top performer, with achievement similar to or higher achievement than all
the countries except the Russian Federation. Ireland, Finland, Poland, and Northern Ireland also
performed very well, having achievement similar to or higher than than all the other countries except
the Russian Federation and Singapore.
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Instructions: Read across the row for a country to compare performance with the countries listed along the top of the chart. The symbols indicate whether the
average achievement of the country in the row is significantly lower than that of the comparison country, significantly higher than that of the comparison

country, or if there is no statistically significant difference between the average achievement of the two countries.
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©Q Average achievement significantly higher than comparison country
® Average achievement significantly lower than comparison country

Significance tests were not adjusted for multiple comparisons. Five percent of the comparisons would be statistically significant by chance alone.
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(Continued)
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© Average achievement significantly higher than comparison country
® Average achievement significantly lower than comparison country

Significance tests were not adjusted for multiple comparisons. Five percent of the comparisons would be statistically significant by chance alone.
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