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CHAPTER 6: SCHOOL CLIMATE
PIRLS 2016 INTERNATIONAL RESULTS IN READING
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Exhibit 6.4: Emphasis in Early Grades on Reading Skills and Strategies
Exhibit 6.4 provides information about the reading curricula in fourth grade schools. Principals were 
given a list of the reading skills and strategies assessed by PIRLS 2016 and asked to indicate at what 
grade these skills were first emphasized for at least 50 percent of the students. The grade shown in 
Exhibit 6.4 for the reading skill or strategy is the median grade reported by the principals in each 
country. For example, at least half the students in every country are in schools emphasizing the first 
three skills by first grade—knowing letters of the alphabet, letter-sound relationships, and reading 
words. In many countries, at least half the students are in schools emphasizing locating information 
and finding main ideas by the second grade. By the third grade, at least half the students in a number 
of countries are in schools emphasizing comparisons of texts with personal experience or other texts, 
and by the fourth grade are emphasizing looking at text structure and author’s perspective.
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Australia  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2
Austria  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4
Azerbaijan  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4
Bahrain  1 1 1 1 2 2 3 2 3 3 3 3 4 4
Belgium (Flemish)  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4
Belgium (French)  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 2 3 4 4
Bulgaria  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 4
Canada  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 3 3
Chile  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3
Chinese Taipei  1 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 4 3 4 4 4
Czech Republic  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4
Denmark  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 4
Egypt  1 1 1 2 3 3 4 4 4 4 N N N N
England  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 3
Finland  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 4 4
France  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4 4
Georgia  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4
Germany  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4
Hong Kong SAR  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 4 3 4 4 4
Hungary  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 3 4
Iran, Islamic Rep. of  1 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4
Ireland  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 1 3 3 4
Israel  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3
Italy  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 4 4
Kazakhstan  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3
Kuwait  1 1 1 1 2 2 4 3 4 4 4 4 N 4
Latvia  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 3 2
Lithuania  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3
Macao SAR  1 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 4 4 3 4 4 4
Malta  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 2 3 3 4
Morocco  1 1 1 1 2 3 4 4 N N N N N N
Netherlands  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4
New Zealand  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 3
Northern Ireland r 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 2 3 3
Norway (5)  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4
Oman  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 4 4 4
Poland  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 3
Portugal  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3
Qatar  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 4
Russian Federation  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3
Saudi Arabia  1 1 1 1 2 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4
Singapore  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 1 3 3 4
Slovak Republic  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4
Slovenia  1 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 4
South Africa r 1 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 4 3 4 4 4
Spain  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4
Sweden  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 2 3 3
Trinidad and Tobago  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 3 4
United Arab Emirates  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4
United States  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 2
International Mode 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4

Exhibit 6.4: Emphasis in Early Grades on Reading Skills and Strategies 

K
n

ow
in

g
 

Le
tt

er
s 

of
 th

e 
A

lp
h

ab
et

K
n

ow
in

g
 L

et
te

r-
So

un
d

 
Re

la
ti

on
sh

ip
s

Re
ad

in
g

 W
or

d
s

Ex
p

la
in

in
g

 o
r S

up
p

or
ti

n
g

 
U

n
d

er
st

an
d

in
g

 o
f a

 T
ex

t

Id
en

ti
fy

in
g

 th
e 

M
ai

n
 Id

ea
 

of
 a

 T
ex

t

M
ak

in
g

Pr
ed

ic
ti

on
s 

A
b

ou
t W

h
at

 
W

ill
 H

ap
p

en
 N

ex
t i

n
 a

 T
ex

t

M
ak

in
g

 G
en

er
al

iz
at

io
n

s 
an

d
 D

ra
w

in
g

 In
fe

re
n

ce
s 

B
as

ed
 o

n
 a

 T
ex

t

C
om

p
ar

in
g

 a
 T

ex
t w

it
h

 
Pe

rs
on

al
 E

xp
er

ie
n

ce

C
om

p
ar

in
g

 D
if

fe
re

n
t T

ex
ts

N = Not by Grade 4

Lo
ca

ti
n

g
 In

fo
rm

at
io

n
 

W
it

h
in

 th
e 

Te
xt

Re
ad

in
g

 Is
ol

at
ed

 
Se

n
te

n
ce

sCountry

An “r” indicates data are available for at least 70% but less than 85% of the students.  An “s” indicates data are available for at least 50% but less than 70% of the students.
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Buenos Aires, Argentina  1 1 1 1 1 2 3 2 2 3 2 3 4 4
Ontario, Canada  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 2
Quebec, Canada  1 1 1 1 2 2 3 2 3 3 2 3 4 4
Denmark (3)  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 4
Norway (4)  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 4 4
Moscow City, Russian Fed.  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3
Eng/Afr/Zulu - RSA (5) s 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 4 4
Andalusia, Spain  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 2 3 3 4
Madrid, Spain  1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 2 3 3 4
Abu Dhabi, UAE  1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 4
Dubai, UAE  1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 4

Exhibit 6.4: Emphasis in Early Grades on Reading Skills and Strategies
(Continued)  

Country

Grade by Which Skill or Strategy Is Emphasized for at Least 50% of the Students (Country Median)
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