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APPENDIX E

Organizations and Individuals 
Responsible for ePIRLS 2016

Introduction
PIRLS (Progress in International Reading Literacy Study) is a collaborative effort involving hundreds 
of individuals around the world. This appendix acknowledges the individuals and organizations 
who contributed to the assessment. Given that work on PIRLS 2016 has spanned approximately 
five years and has involved so many people and organizations, this list may not include all who 
contributed. Any omission is inadvertent. PIRLS 2016 also acknowledges the students, parents, 
teachers, and school principals who contributed their time and effort to the study. It would not be 
possible without them. 

Management and Coordination 
PIRLS is a major undertaking of IEA, and together with TIMSS (Trends in International Math and 
Science Study), comprises the core of IEA’s regular cycles of studies. The PIRLS assessment at the 
fourth grade complements TIMSS, which regularly assesses science and math achievement at the 
fourth and eighth grades.

PIRLS was conducted by IEA’s TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center at Boston College, 
which has responsibility for the overall direction and management of the TIMSS and PIRLS projects, 
including design, development, and implementation. Headed by Executive Directors Drs. Ina V.S. 
Mullis and Michael O. Martin, the study center is located in the Lynch School of Education. In 
carrying out the project, the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center worked closely with IEA 
Amsterdam, which managed country participation, was responsible for verification of all translations 
produced by the participating countries, and coordinated the school visits by International Quality 
Control Monitors. Staff at IEA Hamburg worked closely with participating countries to organize 
sampling and data collection operations and to check all data for accuracy and consistency within 
and across countries; Statistics Canada in Ottawa was responsible for school and student sampling 
activities; The Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) participated in developing 
the ePIRLS tasks and items, and ACER and the National Foundation for Educational Research in 
England (NFER) participated in developing the PIRLS 2016 passages and items; and Educational 
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Testing Service in Princeton, New Jersey consulted on psychometric methodology, provided software 
for scaling the achievement data, and replicated the achievement scaling for quality assurance. 

The Project Management Team, comprising the study directors and representatives from the 
TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center, IEA Amsterdam and IEA Hamburg, Statistics Canada, 
and ETS met twice a year throughout the study to discuss the study’s progress, procedures, and 
schedule. In addition, the study directors met with members of IEA’s Technical Executive Group 
twice yearly to review technical issues. 

To work with the international team and coordinate within-country activities, each participating 
country designates an individual to be the PIRLS National Research Coordinator (NRC). The NRCs 
have the challenging task of implementing PIRLS in their countries in accordance with the PIRLS 
guidelines and procedures. In addition, the NRCs provide feedback and contributions throughout 
the development of the PIRLS assessment. The quality of the PIRLS assessment and data depends 
on the work of the NRCs and their colleagues in carrying out the complex sampling, data collection, 
and scoring tasks involved. Continuing the tradition of exemplary work established in previous 
cycles of PIRLS, the PIRLS 2016 NRCs performed their many tasks with dedication, competence, 
energy, and goodwill. 

Funding 
Funding for PIRLS 2016 was provided primarily by the participating countries. The National 
Center for Education Statistics of the U.S. Department of Education was a major funding partner, 
providing funding under contract number ED08C00117. The content of this publication does not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of 
trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 
Boston College also is gratefully acknowledged for its generous financial support and stimulating 
educational environment.
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TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center at Boston College 
Ina V.S. Mullis, Executive Director
Michael O. Martin, Executive Director
Pierre Foy, Director of Sampling, Psychometrics, and Data Analysis
Paul Connolly, Director, Graphic Design and Publications
Marcie Bligh, Manager, Events and Administration
Katie Trong Drucker, PIRLS Coordinator (through 2013)
Susan Farrell, Lead Web and Database Designer
Bethany Fishbein, Research Specialist, Instrument Development and Reporting
Elena Forzani, Assistant Research Director, PIRLS (from 2015)
Joseph Galia, Lead Statistician/Programmer
Shirley Goh, Assistant Director, Communications and Media Relations
Christine Hoage, Manager of Finance
Kathleen Holland, Administrative Coordinator
Martin Hooper, Assistant Research Director, TIMSS and PIRLS Questionnaire Development 

and Policy Studies
Ieva Johansone, Associate Research Director, Operations and Quality Control
Cristián Leiva, Front-End Web Developer
Lauren Palazzo, Research Associate, TIMSS and PIRLS Questionnaire and Technical Reporting
Yenileis Pardini, Lead Designer/Developer for eAssessments
Mario Pita, Lead Graphic Designer
Jyothsna Pothana, Statistician/Programmer
Betty Poulos, Administrative Coordinator (through 2016)
Caroline Prendergast, Research Associate, PIRLS 
Ruthanne Ryan, Senior Graphic Designer
Jennifer Moher Sepulveda, Data Graphics Specialist (through 2015)
Steven A. Simpson, Senior Graphic Designer
Erin Wry, Research Associate, TIMSS and PIRLS Operations and Quality Control
Liqun Yin, Research Psychometrician

IEA Amsterdam 
Dirk Hastedt, Executive Director 
Hans Wagemaker, Executive Director (through 2014) 
Paulína Koršňáková, Director of the IEA Secretariat (through 2016)
Andrea Netten, Director of the IEA Secretariat
Barbara Malak, Manager, Member Relations (through 2013) 
Roel Burgers, Financial Director 
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Juriaan Hartenberg, 
Gabriela Nausica Noveanu, 
David Ebbs, 
Michelle Djekić, 
Isabelle Braun-Gémin, 
Dana Vizkova, 
Gillian Wilson, 
Manuel Butty, 

Heiko Sibberns, IEA Hamburg Director
Oliver Neuschmidt, Senior Research Analyst, Unit Head, International Studies
Milena Taneva, Senior Research Analyst, Project Co-Manager, PIRLS Data Processing
Juliane Hencke, Senior Research Analyst, Project Co-Manager, PIRLS Data Processing
Sebastian Mayer, Research Analyst, Deputy Project Manager, PIRLS Data Processing
Mark Cockle, Research Analyst, Deputy Project Manager, PIRLS Data Processing
Yasin Afana, Research Analyst
Alena Becker, Research Analyst
Clara Beyer, Research Analyst
Christine Busch, Research Analyst
Tim Daniel, Research Analyst
Limiao Duan, Programmer
Eugenio Gonzalez, Senior Research Analyst
Michael Jung, Research Analyst
Deepti Kalamadi, Programmer
Hannah Köhler, Research Analyst
Kamil Kowolik, Research Analyst
Sabine Meinck, Senior Research Analyst, Head of Research, Analysis & Sampling Unit
Ekaterina Mickheeva, Research Analyst
Dirk Oehler, Research Analyst

Research Analyst, Sampling Team
Sabine Tieck, Research Analyst, Sampling Team
Meng Xue, 
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PIRLS 2016 Reading Development Group 
Julian Fraillon
Australian Council for Educational Research
Australia

Jan Mejding
Department of Education
Aarhus University
Denmark

Galina Zuckerman
Psychological Institute
Russian Academy of Education
Russian Federation

Elizabeth Pang
Curriculum Planning and Development 

Division
Ministry of Education
Singapore

Jenny Wiksten Folkeryd
Uppsala University
Sweden

Ahlam Habeeb Msaiqer
Abu Dhabi Education Council
United Arab Emirates

Marian Sainsbury, Chief Reading Consultant
National Foundation for Educational Research
United Kingdom

Donald Leu
University of Connecticut
United States

Karen Wixson
University of North Carolina, Greensboro
United States

Statistics Canada
Sylvie LaRoche, Senior Methodologist
Marc Joncas, Senior Methodologist (through 2015)
Ahmed Almaskut, Methodologist
Shou Xiang Chen, Methodologist (through 2016)

Educational Testing Service
Edward Kulick, Research Director 
Jonathan Weeks, Associate Research Scientist 
Timothy C. Davey, Research Director Special Projects
Sandip Sinharay, Principal Research Scientist
Scott Davis, Senior Research Data Analysis Consultant

Sampling Referee
Keith Rust, Vice President and Associate Director of the Statistical Group Westat, Inc.
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PIRLS 2016 Item Development Task Force
Prue Anderson
Australian Council for Educational Research
Australia

Marian Sainsbury, Chief Reading Consultant
National Foundation for Educational Research
United Kingdom

Liz Twist
National Foundation for Educational Research
United Kingdom

Karen Wixson
University of North Carolina, Greensboro
United States

PIRLS 2016 Questionnaire Development Group
Joanne Latourelle
Coordonnatrice aux études pancanadiennes  

et internationationales, Sanction des études, 
Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du 
Sport

Canada

Hwa Wei Ko
Graduate Institute of Learning and Instruction
National Central University
Chinese Taipei

Marc Colmant
Ministère de l’éducation nationale
Direction de l’évaluation, de la prospective et 

de la performance
France

Maryam A. Al-Ostad
National Centre for Education Development
Kuwait

Megan Chamberlain
Comparative Education Research Unit
Ministry of Education
New Zealand

João Maroco
Instituto de Avaliação Educativa, I.P.
Portugal

Sarah Howie
Centre for Evaluation and Assessment
University of Pretoria
South Africa

PIRLS 2016 National Research Coordinators
Canada

Kathryn O’Grady
Tanya Scerbina
Pierre Brochu (through 2016)
Mélanie Labrecque (through 2015)
Council of Ministers of Education

Chinese Taipei

Hwa Wei Ko
Graduate Institute of Learning and Instruction
National Central University

Denmark

Jan Mejding
Aarhus University Department of Education 

(DPU)

Georgia

Natia Andguladze
Nutsa (Magda) Kobakhidze (through 2013)
National Assessment and Examination Center
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Ireland

Eemer Eivers
Educational Research Centre

Israel

Inbal Ron-Kaplan
National Authority for Measurement and 

Evaluation in Education (RAMA)

Italy

Laura Palmerio
Elisa Caponera (through 2013)
INVALSI – Istituto Nazionale per la 

Valutazione del Sistema Educativo di 
Istruzione e di Formazione

Norway

Egil Gabrielsen
National Centre for Reading Education and 

Research
University of Stavanger

Portugal

João Maroco
Ana Sousa Ferreira (through 2013)
Instituto de Avaliação Educativa, I.P.

Singapore

Elizabeth Pang
Chan Lee Shan
Ng Huey Bian (through 2015)
Curriculum Planning and Development 

Division
Ministry of Education

Slovenia

Marjeta Doupona
Educational Research Institute

Sweden

Agnes Tongur 
Elina Ekberg
Tomas Matti (through 2014)
Swedish National Agency for Education 

(SKOLVERKET)

United Arab Emirates

Moza Rashid AlGhufli 
Ayesha Ghanim Khalfan Almerri (through 

2016)
Nada Abu Baker Husain Ruban (through 2015)
Maryam Mohammed Sulaiman (through 2015)
Aljawhara Ali AlSebaiei (through 2014)
Assessment Department
Ministry of Education

United States

Sheila D. Thompson
National Center for Education Statistics
U.S. Department of Education

Benchmarking Participants
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Shaikha Ali Al Zaabi
Nasreen Hussain Al Marzooqi (through 2013)
Ahlam Habeeb Msaiqer
Assessment Department
Abu Dhabi Education Council

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Mariam Al Ali
Rabaa AlSumaiti (through 2014)
Knowledge and Human Development 

Authority




